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4.10.010     Authority and purpose. 

The Town Board of the Town of Oregon has the specific statutory authority, pursuant to Wis. Stat. 

§§ 86.07(2) and 236.45 (1997-1998) and by its adoption of village powers under Wis. Stat. § 60.22(3) 

(1997-1998), to provide regulations to promote the health and safety of the community, the transporting of 

public and emergency services personnel and equipment by regulating the placement, design, mod- 

ification and maintenance of driveways and field roads accessing public highways in the Town of 

Oregon. [Ord. 53 § 1, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.1.] 

 

4.10.020     Jurisdiction. 

This chapter applies to all driveways and field roads installed, altered, changed, replaced or extended 

after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter. [Ord. 53 § 2, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.2.] 

 

4.10.030     Definitions. 

“Bump-out” means a section of driveway measuring forty (40) feet in length and twenty four (24) in 

width, and a sixteen (16) foot height restriction for branches shall be maintained, to allow for the safe 

passage of motor vehicles. 

“Driveway” means a road or other traveled way giving access from a public highway to one (1) or 

more buildings located, or to be constructed, on adjacent land. 

“Field road” means a road or other traveled way giving access from a public highway to farmland, 

farm accessory buildings, or other adjacent vacant land. 

“Variance” means any deviation from the provisions of this chapter. [Ord. 53 § 3, 1999. Prior code 

§ 4.2.3.] 

 
4.10.40 General provisions. 

a. Permit Required. No person shall construct, relocate or extend a driveway or field road without first 

obtaining a permit from the Town Board, pursuant to this chapter. 
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b. Permit Application Procedure. 

1. All applications for a permit, authorized by this chapter, shall be in writing on an official form 

furnished by the Town Clerk. All applications shall be filed with the Town Clerk together with the permit 

fee. Permit applications shall contain the name, address, and phone number of the applicant, the name of 

the property owner, a proof of the applicant’s ownership or right to possess the subject property, identi- 

fication of materials proposed to be used, along with a sketch of the subject property and the proposed 

location of the driveway or field road. The sketch shall be approximately drawn to scale and shall show 

dimensions and location of any improvements, and/or proposed improvements. 

2. The Town Clerk shall forward the completed application to the Town Chairman, or designee. 

The Chairman or designee shall make arrangements with the applicant to conduct a site visit of the pro- 

posed location of the driveway or field road to determine compliance with the provisions of this chapter. 

Following the site visit, the Town Chairman or designee shall inform the Town Clerk of application com- 

pliance, or noncompliance. If application is noncompliant, the Town Clerk, at the request of the applicant, 

will include consideration of a variance on the agenda of the next regularly scheduled Town Board meet- 

ing. Note: No Board approval is necessary, unless the driveway or field road is in need of a variance from 

the Board. 

3. If Town Board consideration is necessary, because a variance is required, the Board shall review 

the report of the Town Chairman or designee who performed the site visit. The Town Board shall con- 

sider any variance and take action to approve or deny the permit. The Town Board may alter the proposed 

location of the driveway or field road on the applicant’s sketch. Any changes to the location or design, 

or any variance allowed to the specifications of this chapter, must be acknowledged by the applicant by 

initialing the Board’s approved revisions on the sketch and application form. 

4. The Town Clerk shall provide a copy of the approved permit and sketch to the applicant and 

maintain a file of all permits and applications. [Ord. 53 § 4, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.4.] 

 

4.10.50 Application statement. 

All permit applications shall contain the applicant’s statement that: 

a. The applicant represents all parties in interest and that such proposed driveway or field road is for 

the bona fide purpose of securing access to the applicant’s property. 

b. The Town, notwithstanding the construction of such driveway or field road, reserves the right to 

make any changes, additions, repairs, or relocations within the dedicated portion of the public right-of- 

way at any time, including relocation, reconstruction, widening, and maintaining the public right-of-way 

without compensating the owner of such private driveway or field road for the damage or destruction of 

such private driveway or field road. 

c. The applicant and applicant’s heirs, successor, or assigns agree to indemnify and hold harmless the 

Town, its officials, officers, agents, or employees against any claim or any cause of action for personal 

injury or property damage sustained because of granting such permit. 

d. Utility relocation costs shall be the responsibility of the property owner. [Ord. 53 § 5, 1999. Prior 

code § 4.2.5.] 

 

4.10.60 Specifications. 

a. The Portion of the Driveway/Field Road between the Traveled Portion of the Public Highway and 

the Private Property. 

1. Visibility. As a standard, a driveway or field road shall be located as to permit a safe distance 

from a vehicle, at the driveway or field road, to see an approaching vehicle and to have adequate time to 

exit or enter the driveway or field road safely. An object measuring three and one-half (3 1/2) feet in 

height shall be visible from the driveway or field road at the edge of the traveled portion of the highway 

for a distance identified in the sight/stopping distance criteria table below. 
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Design Speed MPH 

Stopping/Sight 

Distance in Feet 

Minimum Desirable 

30 200 200 

35 225 250 

40 275 325 

45 325 400 

50 400 475 

55 450 550 
 

2. Approach. The driveway or field road approach angle at the edge of the traveled portion of the 

highway right-of-way must be between seventy (70) and one hundred ten (110) degrees. 

3. Storm water Runoff. The driveway or field road shall be constructed to prohibit storm water run- 

off from flowing or encroaching onto the traveled portion of the public highway.  A distance, a minimum 

of three (3) feet from the edge of pavement, the elevation of the driveway must be lowered a minimum of 

two (2) inches lower than the elevation of the edge of the pavement. 

4. Grade. A driveway or field road surface shall be constructed with a maximum grade of five (5) 

percent for a distance of thirty (30) feet from the edge of the existing roadway. 

5. Width. The width of a driveway or field road surface shall be twenty-four (24) feet wide where it 

flares out to meet the edge of the pavement. 

6. Culvert. A culvert with metal flared end sections shall be installed under each driveway or field 

road. The culvert shall measure eighteen (18) inches in diameter or equivalent capacity, and twenty-four 

(24) feet in length. For the purpose of adequate storm water management, the Town Board may, in its 

discretion, require the dimensions of a culvert to exceed the minimum width or length requirements of 

this subsection. Unless a variance is granted by the Town Board, in no event shall a culvert measure 

less than the surface width of the driveway or field road. It will be the applicant/owner’s responsibility 

to bear the cost and expense of installing the culvert. Installation shall be completed within a reasonable 

time after the issuance of a permit pursuant to this chapter.  Culvert maintenance within Town right of 

way will be maintained by the Town.  Total cost of new replacement of this existing culvert will be at 

the owner’s expense.  

7. Location. 

A. A driveway or field road, outside of a Town subdivision, shall be located at least three (300) 

feet from a paved or traveled portion of an intersecting public highway. 

B. The nearest traveled edge of a driveway or field road shall be located a minimum of ten (10) 

feet from any property line. 

8. Accesses. 

A. One residential driveway access per lot. 

B. The approach apron of a new or replacement of a concrete driveway must have a joint, full 

thickness of slab, installed four (4) feet from pavement edge for future road improvements.  

When road improvements occur, the town will replace with blacktop material.  Concrete 

replacement will be at owner’s expense. 

 

b. The Portion of the Driveway beyond the Public Right-of-Way. 

1. Surface. A driveway shall have a minimum finished surface at least twelve (12) feet in width. 

The driveway shall have at least six (6) inches of two (2) inch rock, covered with at least three (3) inches 

of three-quarter (3/4) inch gravel, or other equivalent weight-bearing surface. 

2. Width Clearance. The minimum width clearance along a driveway shall be twenty-four (24) feet. 

3. Height Clearance. The minimum height clearance along the entire driveway shall be sixteen (16) 
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feet. 

4. Grades. The maximum allowable average grade of a driveway shall not exceed twelve (12) per- 

cent. In no event shall a segment of a driveway exceed fifteen (15) percent. 

5. Drainage. Ditches, roadway crowning and culverts which provide adequate drainage shall be 

required. 

6. Curves in Long Driveways. Curves located on driveways measuring fifty (50) feet or more in 

length have a minimum inside radius of thirty-six (36) feet. 

7. Safe Passage. Driveways measuring five hundred (500) feet or more in length shall include a 

bump-out that is a minimum of twenty four (24) feet in width, and a sixteen (16) foot height restriction 

for branches shall be maintained, for a distance of forty (40) feet, to allow for safe passage of vehicles. 

In addition, the following applicable requirements shall be satisfied: 

A. A driveway over eight hundred (800) feet with visibility unobstructed by curves, steep topog- 

raphy or vegetation shall require a bump-out every five hundred (500) feet. 

B. A driveway over eight hundred (800) feet with visibility obstructed by curves, steep topog- 

raphy, or vegetation, shall require a bump-out every three hundred (300) feet. 

8. Cul-de-Sac. At the end of any driveway in excess of five hundred (500) feet in length, a mini- 

mum thirty-six (36) foot radius cul-de-sac shall be provided. 

9. Erosion Control. Adequate erosion control measures shall be employed during construction of 

the driveway or field road. All disturbed ground and side banks shall be seeded promptly after construc- 

tion to control erosion. 

10. Engineer’s Plan. The Town Board may, in its discretion, require an engineer’s plan at the 

applicant’s expense as a condition of approval, based on the intended use and/or characteristics of the site 

of the proposed driveway or field road. [Ord. 53 § 6, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.6.] 

 

4.10.070 Joint driveways. 

Joint driveways will not be permitted without a joint driveway agreement establishing the proposed 

joint driveway and manner of its construction, maintenance and use.  The joint driveway agreement shall 

be recorded with the Register of Deeds and a copy provided to the Town Clerk. [Ord. 53§ 7, 1999. Prior 

code § 4.2.7.] 

 
4.10.080 Existing driveways and field roads. 

When an existing field drive becomes a driveway for a residence, it shall comply with the current 

ordinance and fees.  When washouts, erosion, or other conditions created by existing driveways or field 

roads become a potential hazard to a public highway, the Town Board shall provide written notice to the 

property owner of such conditions. If the property owner fails to correct such conditions within thirty 

(30) days of the date of the written notice by the Town Board, the owner shall be found in violation of 

this chapter. In addition, the Town Board shall take reasonable steps to eliminate the hazard, and charge 

the Town’s cost to the property owner as a special charge, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.60(16)(a) (1997-

1998). [Ord. 53 

§ 8, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.8.] 

 
4.10.090 Variances. 

Where, in the judgment of the Town Board, it would be inappropriate to apply literally the provisions 

of this chapter because exceptional or undue hardship would result, the Town Board may waive or mod- 

ify any requirement to the extent deemed just and proper, as long as such modification does not violate 

the intent of this chapter as stated under OMC 4.10.010, Authority and purpose. Application for any such 

variance shall be made in writing to the Town Clerk. [Ord. 53 § 9, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.9.] 

 

4.10.100 Expiration of permits. 

Unless construction of a driveway or field road has not commenced within one (1) year from the date 

of issuance of the permit, such permit shall lapse. [Ord. 53 § 10, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.10.] 

 

4.10.110 Fees. 

Driveway or field road permit fees must be paid prior to a building permit being issued. 
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a. Standard Driveway Fee. The standard fee for a driveway permit shall be as set by the fee schedule 

adopted by resolution. This fee shall cover the cost of one (1) on-site inspection by the Town Chairman 

or designee. A re-inspection fee as set by the fee schedule adopted by resolution shall be charged for each 

additional driveway inspection. 

b. Standard Field Road Fee. The standard fee for a field road permit shall be as set by the fee schedule 

adopted by resolution. This fee shall cover the cost of one (1) on-site inspection by the Town Chairman or 

designee. [Ord. 53 § 11, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.11.] 

 

4.10.120 Violations. 

a. Violations in Construction or Modifications. It shall be unlawful to construct or modify any drive- 

way or field road in violation of this chapter. Any person who fails to comply with the provisions of this 

chapter shall pay a fine equal to three (3) times the permit fee. The Town Board shall order such person 

to make the corrections or alterations necessary to comply with this chapter. 

b. Violation Corrections. If a person fails to make the corrections or alterations as ordered, the Town 

Board may make the corrections or alterations and charge the Town’s cost to the property as a special 

charge, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.60(16)(a) (1997-1998). [Ord. 53 § 12, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.12.] 

 

4.10.130 Severability. 

Should any section or provision of this chapter be declared invalid, such decisions shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions of this chapter. [Ord. 53 § 13, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.13.] 

 

4.10.140 Permits issued under previous ordinance. 

If a property owner fails to complete construction within one (1) year of issuance of a driveway or field 

road permit under the previous ordinance, the permit shall lapse and the current property owner of record 

shall apply for a new permit under this chapter and comply with all requirements contained herein. [Ord. 

53 § 14, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.14.] 

 

4.10.150 Driveway dedication. 

Under no condition shall any private driveway dedication occur prior to the private driveway first 

being upgraded to comply with Town road standards, and Wisconsin State Statutes. All standards related 

to design, grading, construction and drainage shall meet State Department of Transportation Standard 

Specifications for Roads and Bridge Construction and its supplements, or the Town’s subdivision land 

division ordinance; the more restrictive provision shall apply. [Ord. 53 § 15, 1999. Prior code § 4.2.15.] 


